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The water crisis in Flint, Mich. 
made it apparent that clean water 
isn’t a resource readily available 
to everyone. Since clean drinking 
water is a luxury Cincinnati en-
joys, a group of  Xavier students 
working with Take Back the Tap, 
-
iated with the university, made 
it its mission to ban the sale of  
disposable plastic water bottles 
on campus. 
“I’m a land major, so a lot 
of  my curriculum has a lot to 
do with conservation and sus-
tainability,” junior Gabi Ragusa, 
a student working on the cam-
paign, said. “The more time I’ve 
spent learning about my major 
and everything that comes with 
it, the more I realize that every-
thing is totally interconnected. 
Food systems, water systems, the 
way we use, reuse and discard 
the things that we purchase are 
all connected to the well-being 
of  the planet, which is ultimately 
what I’m interested in.”
The group is led by sopho-
mores Carmelle Wasch and Jared 
Karban. Wasch was contacted by 
a Take Back the Tap representa-
tive last year about taking over 
as campaign manager, and since 
then, the movement has gained 
traction on campus. 
The group is circulating a pe-
tition on campus where students 
-
ing containers in the future as 
opposed to buying water in dis-
posable bottles.
“As of  March 1, we have over 
500 signatures,” Wasch said. 
“I’m hoping to continue 
collecting signatures un-
til all, or almost all, of  
the students on cam-
pus and faculty (have 
signed) as well.”
The petition is 
part of  a competi-
tion among a few 
different universi-
ties, including Xavier 
and University of  
California Santa Cruz, 
to implement more sus-
tainable water initiatives. 
The school with the most 
signatures per capita will win a 
$1,500 grant. 
“(The grant) will be used for 
reusable water bottles and water 
Alter and Gallagher,” Wasch said.
 If  the group achieves its goal 
of  banning disposable water bot-
tles on campus, other beverages 
sold in disposable plastic bottles 
like soda or sports drinks will still 
be available.
“People are more apt, if  they 
want water, to walk to a drink-
some other way to get a soda,” 
Ragusa said. “It’s easiest in 
terms of  accessing that kind of  
convenience. We’re pushing the 
use of  reusable water bottles 
because we want to encourage 
people to drink water, just from 
the right source, the responsible 
source.”
According to Ragusa, who 
toured Greater Cincinnati Water 
Works, Hamilton County’s 
water is just as clean, if  
not cleaner, than bottled 
water.
“I don’t think it’s 
very clearly under-
stood how clean our 
water is,” Ragusa said. 
“It’s important for 
people to understand 
that just because the 
water is in a bottle and 
it looks clean doesn’t 
make it any cleaner than 
the water that comes out 
of  the sink. The Ohio EPA 
sets standards for our water con-
sumption, and those standards 
are so much more stringent than 
those set for water bottles. The 
FDA sets standards for water 
more lenient.”
From an economic stand-
point, the group asserts that us-
buying bottled water. 
Students push for bottle ban
Business sluggish for U. Station retailers
Delayed development in 
the retail section of  University 
Station continues to stall growth 
as the businesses suffer dimin-
After allowing students to 
move into the residential area in 
August 2014, the All-for-One 
store and Starbucks opened the 
following month, which are both 
operated by the company Follett. 
Others trickled in during the next 
year, and the space is now occu-
pied by a Graeter’s Ice Cream, 
Gold Star Chili, Digital Doc, 
FroZenYo and Top This Donut 
Bar. Several properties still re-
main unoccupied in the retail 
section.
The commercial space is 
leased through Ackermann 
Development, who developed 
the University Station property 
with Messer Construction, and 
has no connection to the opera-
tion of  the apartment space. As 
the spaces, business is slow to 
catch on for the retailers. Ramon, 
the manager of  the Gold Star 
Chili in University Station said 
that the retailers knew that build-
ing the business would be a 
process.
“We knew what we were get-
ting ourselves into,” Ramon said.
Gold Star shortened business 
hours recently in an effort to 
adapt to problems with attracting 
enough business. Those prob-
lems, Ramon said, are connected 
to the lack of  variety of  retailers 
and that the location has yet to 
catch on as a shopping or eating 
destination. However, he is still 
“Good things take time,” he 
said.
The businesses have formed 
an informal weekly meeting. 
Michael Hubbard, manager 
of  the All-for-One Store and 
Starbucks for Follett, said they 
are gathering to share ideas and 
discuss updates about what the 
group can do together to im-
prove business. Hubbard in-
volved himself  in the process 
even before University Station 
was built. He said that there were 
bumps, but that they are to be 
expected.
 “Of  course, we’re eager for 
a full development, but there are 
said.
Despite the bumps, Hubbard 
said that they have had noth-
ing but positive relations with 
Ackermann and University 
Station.
 “We love the new space and 
have seen great results with the 
store and Starbucks,” he said.
The great results that Follett 
has experienced likely correlate 
with its placement on the prom-
inent corner of  Dana Avenue 
and Cleneay Avenue, the side of  
the building that many more stu-
dents walk along. 
“That’s by design,” Hubbard 
said.
Hubbard claims as the devel-
opment continues to grow, the 
stores are learning to adapt and 
work together to bring about the 
best results for the entire group. 
In the meantime, the empty 
storefronts stand waiting for 
someone to move in and help 




There is still empty retail space in University Station, and business is slow for some of the existing retailers.
“You pay $15 for a water bot-
tle, and then you never pay for 
water again because there are 
drinking fountains everywhere,” 
Ragusa said. “You can buy two 
and a half  gallons of  water from 
Hamilton County for a penny as 
opposed to buying a cheap water 
bottle for $1.79 every time you 
want 16 ounces. Do the math.”
Although environmental and 
economic aspects are at the fore-
front of  the movement, Take 
Back the Tap also aims for social 
and environmental justice. 
“We’re trying to access people 
from a monetary point of  view, 
from an environmental stand-
point and also from a point of  
view of  compassion,” Ragusa 
said. “We ultimately are not the 
people who deal with our own 
waste. It’s other people who are 
impacted by it, and this whole 
idea of  disposal is so tied up in 
social justice as well because it’s 
never fair for the people who 
are impacted by our waste.”
Wasch echoed Ragusa’s 
sentiments.
“Environmental justice is so 
important when it comes to sus-
tainability issues because not only 
should we be thinking about how 
we all can conserve, but how we 








Apple denies FBI 
iOS backdoor
Staff writer James Neyer dis-
cusses the legal and political 
implications of Apple’s recent 
decision to not create surveil-
lance software for the FBI. 
World News, page 5 
Spring Break 
Features, page 12
For a lucky few students, 
Spring Break started yes-
terday, but for the rest of 
us, it’s a stride to Friday. 
Features editor Hana Priscu 
outlines a few vacation 
plans for those waiting.  
Staff writer Andrew Utz ex-
presses his opinion on why 
the Earth’s climate desper-
ately needs more attention 
relative to today’s issues.
Op-ed, page 9
A war on water, 
a view on climate 
Paid Advertisements
In conjunction with the the-
ology department, the music de-
partment has announced a sacred 
music major that combines the 
love of  music with the love of  
theology.
Since Cincinnati is one of  
only 13 U.S. cities to boast a 
professional ballet, opera, sym-
phony and theater, this new 
major offers a critical resume 
builder to aspiring musicians, 
according to adjunct music di-
rector for voice and movement 
Scot Buzza.   
“Unlike other local universi-
ties such as Cincinnati Christian 
University (CCU), who offer 
unaccredited music degrees, 
a demand that is directed more 
towards developing the skills 
of  aspiring musicians,” Buzza 
said. 
Xavier is the only Jesuit school 
in the nation to offer a sacred mu-
sic major. Xavier’s theology and 
music departments proposed the 
idea in order to connect the two 
departments. 
“This all began when Dr. 
Tom Merrill and I both sat down 
with the theology department,” 
Buzza said. “We both thought 
about how we have this amaz-
ing theology department and 
this amazing music program, 
and wondered why we hadn’t 
found the intersection between 
the two.” 
After brainstorming, the sa-
cred music major was created. 
The major is a four-year degree 
that includes a combination of  
18 theology credits and 18 new 
sacred music credits, along with 
Xavier’s core and the music core 
curriculum classes. 
“One of  the realities of  the 
real world is that many musi-
cians end up doing sacred mu-
sic as part of  their profession,” 
Buzza said. “In the time that I 
have been at Xavier, at least sev-
en of  my former students are 
now doing church gigs as a full-
time job. This was one of  the 
reasons that got us thinking that 
there was a need for this type of  
a major.”
The degree also allows stu-
dents to have a concentration 
in either keyboarding or oral 
conduction. 
“There are very few univer-
sities that offer extensive train-
ing in choral conducting, and 
keyboarding. Normally that is 
something done in grad school,” 
Buzza said. “Now we are one of  
the only undergraduate universi-
ties doing it.” 
There is currently only one 
student enrolled as a sacred mu-
sic major at Xavier, Buzza said 
that two other students have 
shown interest in declaring this 
major. There are also several 
students that are looking into 
transferring to Xavier to obtain 
this BA degree according to 
Buzza.  
“This degree will offer stu-
dents the musical basis, the theo-
logical basis, and the pastoral 
basis to do a job that is freakish 
in the music world. Just a music 
degree isn’t going to prepare you 
to do a sacred music job. You 
need the musical, theological and 
pastoral parts,” Buzza said. “This 
is one of  those things that you 
can really only get here at Xavier 
and not many other places. This 
makes me really excited about 
Xavier.”
Students who are interested 
can contact music@xavier.edu., or 
for more information. 
BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff WriterXU mixes music 
and theology: 
A new sacred music major
Staff writer 
Erica Lampert sat 
down with adjunct 
music director 
Scot Buzza to 
discuss Xavier 
Music’s most 
recent addition to 
its curriculum. 














































Sports editor Brent Raines 
is off this week in prepara-
tion for March Madness. 
Be sure to catch the 
Round of 64 on March 17. 
Centerfold, pages 7-8 
Antonio Sanchez 
coming to Cincy
Managing editor Grant Vance  
previews an upcoming mu-
sic series performance by 
“Birdman’s” Antonio Sanchez 





Staff writer Katrina Gross 
gets you caught up on 
the legal battle between 




The Gallagher Student Center 
renovations for a new student 
space will include the introduction 
of  an innovative tribute to the in-
tellectual achievements of  Xavier 
University Alumni. 
Pitched by the Xavier University 
Arrupe Group, a group of  dedi-
cated seniors who have been 
nominated to work together on a 
board to create a legacy project for 
the school, the “Hall of  Fame” is 
designed to pay tribute to notable 
members of  the Xavier community.
The Arrupe Group is formed ev-
ery year from talented students who 
to their group or club in the years 
leading up to senior year. Seniors 
are asked to sit on the board and 
come up with a project that could 
be a lasting contribution to Xavier’s 
community. Last year’s seniors cre-
ated a social media collaborative 
project called “Humans of  Xavier,” 
modeled after the notable Facebook 
page “Humans of  New York.”
Josh DeVincenzo, former 
Student Government Association 
Vice President, is in the Arrupe 
Group for its second year. 
“What we wanted to do was 
create some type of  move-
ment to the alumni of  Xavier,” 
DeVincenzo said. “We have some 
important alumni, but not a place 
to showcase where they are and 
where they’ve been.” 
The new student space, 
planned to replace the bookstore 
in the GSC, is the spot of  choice 
for this project. “We talked to the 
same company that did Moeller 
high school’s ‘Hall of  Fame.’ 
They can create anything from 
a mural to trophy cases for us,” 
DeVincenzo said. 
The concept for the project is 
to highlight what this university 
has to offer in terms of  legacy. 
“We want to create something 
where students who go here and 
students who visit here can walk 
through the space and look at 
the pictures of  people who have 
come here and done great things, 
and we want them to say, ‘That 
can be me,’” DeVincenzo said. 
 “‘Humans of  Xavier’ was awe-
some,” DeVincenzo said. “But it 
sort of  halted after the seniors that 
created it left. Our group wanted 
to come up with something where 
all the legwork is done once and 
the effects are lasting.” 
“We’re still thinking about what 
kind of  guidelines would go into 
being featured in our project, but 
the result will feature people that 
have made serious achievements 
in their work after they gradu-
ated,” DeVincenzo said.
Should the project come to 
fruition, it will occupy the space 
reserved for students in the GSC 
coming next fall.
“I like to think that at the end 
of  it, there will be a mirror so stu-
dents can literally stand there and 
envision themselves among the 
number of  people being remem-
bered,” DeVincenzo said. 
A 14:1 black-to-white stu-
dent ratio at Xavier’s “Becoming 
White” event weeks ago has 
sparked a deep discussion on ra-
cial identity.
Additionally, an international 
student survey has shown that 
although members of  the Xavier 
community feel that their envi-
ronment is welcoming to foreign 
students, relatively few individu-
als have interacted with students 
enrolled in the Intensive English 
program.
The Newswire addressed these 
concerns to four members of  
Alternative Breaks (XUAB): Selma, 
XUAB’s newest location that ex-
plores social issues and civil rights 
from past to present.
Although the location of  the 
trip lends itself  to discussion on 
racial issues, the students and fac-
ulty members involved in the trip 
have no intention of  limiting it to 
that. Student members of  the AB 
Selma trip Timothy Cyron and 
Megan McNulty both spoke of  
the importance of  discussing all 
kinds of  privilege and being able 
to look at it in a way that allows 
people to make a difference. They 
ally. 
“It’s important for me, because 
a lot of  the time I don’t really 
see how my privilege is different 
from people of  different races, or 
other disadvantages,” Cyron said. 
“Don’t think of  that as a down-
side, just think about how that af-
fects you differently from those 
who don’t have the same privilege 
as you.”
“Its one thing to go on this 
trip to participate, but its another 
said. “It’s a trip to get us involved, 
and after that in order to really be-
come an ally, we take what we’ve 
how we can continue to help the 
cause while we’re here at Xavier.”
One way that XUAB: Selma 
hopes to accomplish this is by 
working with the Random Acts of  
Theatre Company (RATCo), an 
organization in Selma that teaches 
younger community members 
to artistically express themselves 
through dance and creativity, as 
opposed to getting involved with 
the negative, destructive activities. 
“Instead of  doing things they 
probably shouldn’t be doing, they 
leader Luz Peredo-Muniz said. 
The group additionally created a 
“Check Your Privilege” movement 
to help Xavier students to identify 
with their intersectional identity. 
While advertising their trip, the 
team shared an advertisement out-
lining different privileges students 
might have, including racial, gen-
der and disability privileges.  
“Becoming aware of  privilege 
should not be viewed as a burden 
of  guilt, but rather an opportunity 
to learn and be responsible so that 
we may work toward a more just 
and inclusive world,” the ad said. 
The XUAB: Selma trip will 
strive to accomplish just that. 
XUAB development and fundrais-
ing chair Michael McGrath will 
provide a follow-up to the group’s 
experience following spring break.
BY HENRY EDEN
Staff  Writer
AB Selma trip examines privilege
Hall of Fame coming to GSC
Staff writer Max Bruns 
investigates the GSC reno-
vations to come, including 
a tribute to notable Xavier 
alumni who have made a 
the world at large.
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A Pine of Passion
 
Feb. 22, 10:06 a.m. – A 
Physical Plant employee re-
ported that someone had 
uprooted a valuable tree out-
side of  Brockman Hall. It is 
unknown if  the tree can be 
saved.
 Feb. 22, 10:27 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Norwood Police inves-
-
ing in the 1700 block of  Cleneay 
Avenue. One student was cau-
tioned and sent on his or her way.
Feb. 22, 3:39 p.m. – A stu-
-
titious parking permit in the 
Husman Lot. 
Feb. 22, 3:59 p.m. – An em-
ployee reported the loss or theft 
of  a laptop from the Campus 
Services building. 
Feb. 22, 8:40 p.m. – A student 
reported that his or her purse was 
possibly stolen from a classroom 
in A.B. Cohen Center. The purse 
was later found and returned.
Feb. 22, 9:31 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Physical Plant re-
sponded to a water leak in the 
Village Apartments. 
Feb. 23, 4:12 p.m. –
responded to Kuhlman Hall for 
Burned food was found to be the 
alarm was activated.
Feb. 23, 5:03 p.m. – 
investigated a report of  students 
smoking marijuana outside the 
Brueggeman Center. One student 
was cited for possession of  drug 
Feb. 24, 4:41 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
with an auto accident where in-
Avenue and Victory Parkway. 
Feb. 24, 6:28 p.m. – Xavier 
student at the basketball game in 
Cintas Center. 
Feb. 24, 6:54 p.m. – Xavier 
that had been used at the con-
cession stand during a basketball 
Feb. 25, 8:09 a.m. – An em-
ployee reported that the “X” em-
blem in one of  the elevators in 
Kuhlman Hall had been stolen. 
Feb. 26, 12:41 p.m. – A stu-
- Paid Advertisement -
dent reported that he or she was 
harassed over the telephone by a 
person claiming to be an IRS agent 
with a warrant for the student’s ar-
rest for tax evasion. The student 
was advised that the calls were a 
scam and to ignore the caller.
Feb. 27, 12:18 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a loud party in the 1900 block 
of  Hudson Avenue. One student 
was arrested for alcohol violations.
Feb. 27, 12:24 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a possible underage intoxi-
cated student in Fenwick Place. 
The student was allowed to re-
main in his or her room with a 
friend for the night. 
Feb. 29, 12:09 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search in Brockman 
Once again, faculty and students 
from Xavier have come together to 
build bridges between Xavier and 
the local communities.
Xavier’s Honors Bachelor of  
Shannon Byrne, worked with Bryan 
Norton, a Jesuit scholastic and visit-
ing faculty member, to create a tu-
toring program with Cincinnati’s St. 
Joseph Catholic school. 
heard from St. Joseph’s pastor 
Rev. Reynaldo S. Taylor that they 
wanted to create a Latin program 
at St. Joseph for their after-school 
leadership program, St. Peter 
Claver Leadership Academy.
“When I was at the school for 
my cousin’s daughter’s baptism, 
the pastor had asked me what I 
taught at Xavier. I told him that 
I taught Latin and Greek, and his 
eyes sort of  lit up,” Norton said. 
The school decided to incorpo-
rate this Latin program idea into 
its selective afterschool leadership 
academy in order to help nurture 
and create successful students. 
“St. Joseph is really trying to 
set up their students for success as 
they progress towards high school 
and college,” Norton said. “The 
Latin program will only be one 
component of  this new leader-
ship academy to help achieve that 
goal.”
The leadership academy is an 
after-school program that students 
applied to earlier this fall. Those 
-
til 7 p.m. and have a chance to be 
tutored in Latin by HAB students 
from Xavier. 
Last semester HAB students 
were trained by Taylor in order 
to begin this tutoring program. 
The program informs students of  
safe boundaries when tutoring the 
students. 
“We actually had the pastor 
from St. Joseph come out here in 
October to help train the students,” 
Norton said. “We had about twenty 
of  us get trained for this program.” 
The program launched this 
February, starting with an open 
house where the scholars’ families 
could come and visit the program. 
Tutoring occurs from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
to seven students and one to two 
Xavier faculty members as tutors 
for the after-school leadership 
program. 
The program is still working on 
-
ize ideas soon. 
“We are working with kids 
there are different levels we need 
to consider when trying to teach 
them Latin,” Norton said. “We are 
also not working with a text book, 
and each tutor will have one to 
two students working with them, 
causing everybody to do differ-
ent things. This will be part of  the 
challenge for us moving forward.” 
For now, the tutor’s main goals are 
to lay the groundwork for Latin gram-
mar and to get to know each student, 
as well as having fun. 
“They really are wonderful kids 
and are really making all of  our hearts 
smile,” Norton said. “We’re all excited, 
and I’m excited about this mission.” 
Through this program, Norton 
and the HAB program hope to 
build personal relationships with 
the students and an institutional 
relationship with St. Joseph.  
“My hope, to be perfectly hon-
now, when I have left, that this 
bridge between Xavier and St. 
Joseph will be strong and stand-
ing, and maybe students beyond 
the HAB program can help in the 
future,” Norton said. “As Jesuits 
we often say that we are at our 
best when we are building bridges. 
Making this program is one that is 
very close to my heart.”  
The after-school Latin pro-
gram wouldn’t be possible without 
contributions from the students in 
the HAB program and its director, 
he said.
“We are very proud of  our stu-
dents who have jumped on board 
even in the face of  busy sched-
ules,” Norton said. “They are ex-
Shannon Byrne has also helped 
me to push this all forward. I 
could not have started and contin-
ued this program without her and 
my colleagues’ support.” 
Norton and St. Joseph are ex-
cited about the various ways in 
which this program could grow 
and blossom, beyond just the 
HAB program here at Xavier. 
“This program is just good 
for everyone involved and I’m 
very honored to be a part of  it,” 
Norton said. Y 
Staff  Writer
Students in the HAB program tutor young students at St. Joseph Catholic school.
Photo courtesy of googlemaps.com
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Two teens charged with rape in Arkansas
Two 14-year-old boys are in custody after a 16-year-old girl 
accused them of  forcing her into the girls’ locker room of  
an Arkansas high school and raping her. The boys are being 
charged with rape, but it is unclear whether they will be tried 
as adults or not. The superintendent of  the school declined to 
release any information, including whether or not the boys had 
-
mediately following the incident. 
Alleged Ohio shooter denies charges
Super Tuesday results will foreshadow nominations
cafeteria has denied the charges against him. The shooting oc-
cured at Madison Junior-Senior High School in Middletown, 
a result of  the panic, though all four are expected to recover. 
James Austin Hancock, the alleged shooter, is charged with two 
counts of  attempted murder, two counts of  felonious assault, 
inducing panic and making terrorist threats.
Super Tuesday’s results have the potential to change the 2016 
election. For the Republicans, Trump goes into the race with a 




A public debate has emerged 
-
information contained within the 
shootings.
due to a reset of  Farook’s Apple 
-
mation is locked on the iPhone 
-
rectly guess the authentication 
code for the iPhone, or else after 
10 consecutive tries the device will 
erase all information contained 
within.
software, which does not exist 
yet, which they can install on the 
phone such that the phone will 
not erase itself  after 10 bad tries,” 
Dr. Gary Lewandowski, professor 
-
ment, said. “What they also want 
is that there is no delay between 
attempts and that the tries do not 
have to be made by a human.”
complying on its website. 
“The government could extend 
this breach of  privacy and demand 
that Apple build surveillance soft-
ware to intercept your messages, 
-
cial data, track your location or even 
access your phone’s microphone or 
camera without your knowledge,” 
precedent, there is no guarantee that 
it won’t be abused or possibly even 
leaked,” Ryan Kupcik, a member of  
Xavier’s mock trial team, said.
York sided with Apple, saying the 
-
lock an iPhone.
Many have come out in sup-
port of  both sides, with Google 
it “could be a troubling prece-
A protestor holds a sign beseeching Apple to decline the FBI’s requests for privacy reasons. Many worry that the FBI’s request would lead to less privacy for citizens.
Photo courtesy of theconversation.com
UN air-drops food in Syria
dent,” and presidential candidate 
-
cott of  Apple until it helps the 
have taken a more neutral stance. 
Gates stated that there needs to be 
a broader discussion of  the issues 
and that balance must be struck 
between the two sides.
Some have even offered their 
help in unlocking that particular 
iPhone. John McAfee, creator of  
the original McAfee Antivirus sys-
and his team would work for free 
to unlock the device if  given the 
choice. 
not break the encryption on the 
said.
Apple denies FBI software request
BY MAX CREAGER
Staff  Writer
21 tons of  food to more than 
200,000 civilians in the besieged city 
of  Deir el-Zour in Syria on Feb. 24. 
The World Food Programme 
(WFP) stated that it has not been 
able to reach the civilian population 
of  Dier el-Zour since March 2014. 
altitude drop the WFP has tried over 
Syria. However, most of  the food aid 
missed its intended recipients.
Ten of  the 21 pallets of  food 
are unaccounted for, as they drift-
ed away from the city due to high 
Seven other pallets are believed 
to have landed in an uncontrolled 
“no-man’s land” area that may con-
tain land mines. The other four pal-
lets did land in the city of  Deir el-
Zour, but because their parachutes 
did not open or deploy properly, 
the food was severely damaged. 
WFP spokeswoman Abeer 
were so unsuccessful. 
altitude to avoid rockets, missiles and 
-
pointed that people who were anx-
iously waiting to receive this food did 
not receive it. Airdrops are always a 
last option … (but) this is a desperate 
measure in desperate times.”
have been reached by aid convoys 
in Syrian regime-controlled cities 
such as Madaya and Zabadani, but 
he added that there were unaccept-
able delays and blamed the Syrian 
government for playing games with 
humanitarian aid. 
“Humanitarian operations can-
not continue to be bogged down 
by unnecessary and unacceptable 
restrictions, obstructions and de-
liberate delays that are costing 
“The number, scope and com-
plexity of  bureaucratic and other 
obstacles that are placed in the path 
of  simple aid deliveries are stagger-
-
various different levels, necessitating 
repeated rounds of  negotiations.”
Many reports have feared that 
the Assad Regime is using a starva-
tion tactic deliberately. U.S. Secretary 
-
gime for “dragging its feet” to allow 
for aid to reach civilian populations. 
“We call on the Assad regime to, 
at least in a moment of  cessation of  
hostilities, try to show some measure 
of  decency, if  that is even possible,” 
Kerry said. “And our hope is that 
they will also stop their people, their 
the way or manage these shipments, 
from actually putting their hands into 
the shipments and taking out medi-
cine or taking out other preferred 
items simply to keep for themselves.”
than half  of  Syria’s population has 
than 250,000 people have been 
killed and more than 1 million 
been forced to leave the coun-
try and 6.6 million are internally 
displaced.The United Nations tried to provide 21 tons of food to Syrians via air-drop.
Photo courtesy of bbc.com






other people will 
opinions when 
  
Nick Bergeman is a 
staff  columnist at the 
Newswire. He is a se-
nior Digital Innovation 
Film & Television 
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Argue, please, but the right way
-
-
Luke Byerly is a copy editor 
at the Newswire. He is a junior 
Honors Bachelors of  Arts & bio-
physics double major from Villa 
Hills, Ky.
Advice: Stop people pleasing
“Disagreement, for 
lack of  a better word, 
is good. But only if  
you do it right. There 
is  great potential in 
a debate, but none 
happen when respect 
breaks down and we 
become so involved 
in what we think that 
we can’t empathize 
with the other side 
nor consider their 
perspective. ”
- Nick Bergeman 
A perspective on ar gument for the youth
T h e  va l u e  o f  s e l f - m a i n t a n c e
change make a better scenario? 
First, aggressively identifying ar-
eas under severe environmental 
stress would show what changes 
we needed to make to our infra-
structure in order to make sure ev-
ery person in the U.S. has a secure 
and safe option for drinking water. 
A single step in this direction can 
also identify other factors which 
both affect the environment and 
the climate as well as human 
health. By putting forth a national 
ideal, we strive to make every citi-
zen’s livelihood better, no matter 
their social or economic status.
Opinions&EditorialsEdited by: Jonathan S. Hoguehoguej@xavier.edu
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Man’s  push for  an  equi tab le  p lanet
As we have already seen, solv-
ing climate change is a long-term 
commitment which can’t be solved 
by a short-term answer.  For the 
past few decades, human-based 
issues have been on the forefront 
of  our news, politics and liveli-
hood, with little effect on any of  
these. Some would argue that we 
have made progress, but to some, 
the progress has been too slow. 
We have made changes to air and 
water quality in the United States, 
but we are still far from making a 
Last year, Pope Francis stated 
that water is a human right, mean-
ing every person on the planet 
should have access and fair use to 
clean water. It is a huge undertak-
ing to make sure the seven-billion-
plus people on the planet can get 
the same water quality no matter 
their economic or social status.
What this has done is make wa-
ter a social issue, not a per-individ-
ual one. This change in perception 
allows more people to recognize 
current injustices in how we use 
water.
In a similar fashion, we as hu-
manity must attack the issue of  
climate change in the same light. 
We have to change our percep-
tions of  climate change away from 
just a change in the big factors like 
emissions and into smaller proj-
ects that are closer to home.
Last year hundreds of  heads 
of  state met at the Paris Climate 
Talks to determine the best course 
of  action on how to deal with cli-
mate change. The delegates in 
attendance signed an agreement 
to reduce their emissions output 
by 2030 and reach a reduction in 
global temperatures of  2 degrees 
Celsius by 2100. However, this 
accord does not have any bind-
ing enforcement, which means 
there isn’t an oversight committee 
which makes sure everyone com-
pletes the task. In addition, the 
than half  of  the world’s 55 largest 
emitters (USA included) sign the 
accord.
This lack of  oversight for a 
long-term plan shows one of  the 
-
ing to address this problem.  Also, 
if  not every country who is part 
of  this meeting agrees to the plan, 
the entire movement could fall 
apart.  This will make the push for 
stopping climate change unguided 
and non-committal.
A similar trait is evident in the 
U.S., where we are fractured be-
tween many different fronts. We 
have civil rights protests, dem-
onstrations against economic in-
equality and shock news about 
how appalling some areas of  the 
country live in. Most recently, 
the issues occurring in Flint, MI 
have enveloped all three of  these 
fronts. To highlight, Flint decided 
to not continue purchasing fresh 
water from Detroit due to increas-
ing charges to Flint residents.  
Instead, the city set up a water 
treatment facility along the Flint 
River. The river had high levels 
of  chlorine in it already, which 
many theorize is from the amount 
of  road salt spread in the winter. 
While chlorine is not normally 
hazardous to humans or natural 
problem to human and environ-
mental health when they interact 
with organic matter in the wa-
ter.  One of  the most hazardous 
chemicals found in the river was 
THM, which formed when chlo-
rine was added to the river water 
to treat it for drinking purposes. 
Long-term exposure to THM can 
cause cancer.
In order to combat these high 
-
ter added more chlorine to the pu-
chlorine levels caused corrosion 
to the antiquated lead pipes used 
in the city, and poisoned the resi-
dents again.
Earlier this month, Michigan 
passed a bill which said sodomy is 
a felony. This has targeted gay re-
lations, but also has clauses stating 
all forms of  anal and oral sex are 
illegal as well.
While these two statements 
may seem unrelated, look back 
at what is occurring. The state of  
Michigan, which is one of  many 
states that obviously does not 
agree with the Supreme Court’s 
ruling of  making same-sex mar-
riages legal, is concerning itself  
with inhibiting a community’s re-
lationships in order to protest a 
law of  the nation instead of  try-
ing to help people who are being 
poisoned, possibly fatally, by the 
water that they need to survive.
So how does attacking climate 
“Solving climate 
change is a long-
term commitment 
which can’t be solved 
by a short-term 
answer.”
- Andrew Utz
Andrew Utz is the Distrivution 
Manager at the Newswire. He is a se-
nior enviornmental science major from 
Cedar Lake, Ind.  
I’ll admit some things have hap-
pened recently to make me upset, 
and if  you’ve related to anything 
I’ve said you should too.
I am not your ‘baby,’ and I 
never will be.
Grant F. Vance is the Managing 
Editor at the Newswire. He is a senior 
English & Digitial Innovation Film and 
Television double major from Jeffersonville, 
Ind.  
Do not call me ‘baby.’ I am 
not your ‘baby,’ you have done 
nothing to earn the right to call 
me that, so stop before we go any 
further. Paying me a half-assed 
compliment, holding a door for 
me or texting me good morning 
does not give you permission to 
call me ‘baby’ or any variation of  
the pet name for that matter. My 
name is Abrena, uh-BRE-nuh. 
takes you repeating it back to me 
with varying emphasis, different 
that can’t be found on my birth 
When someone I have zero 
history with attempts to call me 
‘baby’ I can’t help but feel be-
littled. I feel as if  the person is 
talking down to me in an attempt 
to make me feel small. Also, the 
tone implies I don’t have an opin-
ion or I have a hot body that’s 
sole purpose is for them to ad-
mire. I don’t like feeling that way. 
Don’t call me ‘baby.’
Even when I have a history 
with a person and we have a rela-
tionship, they call me ‘baby’ when 
I’m “acting out” or “being crazy” 
and need to “calm down.” As if  
that name is some sort of  leash 
that will cause me to straighten 
up and get back in line. I am not 
your ‘baby.’
I am an attractive young lady. 
That’s a simple fact. When I go 
out with friends on the weekends 
or just out to run errands I get hit 
on. The way that guys and even 
girls approach me, more times 
than not, makes me increasingly 
lose faith in our generation when 
it comes to interpersonal interac-
tions. Then I get hit on by the 
older folks. That’s when I just 
lose faith in all of  humanity. 
I just want to know where 
along the line it was taught that 
harassment, verbal and physical, 
was the way to win someone’s 
heart. And if  their heart isn’t the 
ultimate goal, their attention.
When did “hollering,” “cak-
ing,” and “spitting game” be-
come a societal norm? If  you 
ask me, those terms make my 
skin crawl when they are put into 
practice against me.
Let’s look at a hypothetical 
situation. I go out to the mall to 
buy some clothes. Walking and 
minding my own business when 
a guy approaches me and says, “I 
would love to wake up to a smile 
like yours tomorrow.” Smooth 
pick up line? How am I supposed 
to react to a random stranger im-
plying he wants to have sex with 
me when he doesn’t even know 
my name or anything about me? 
I’m supposed to fawn, giggle and 
feel special that some guy went 
out of  his way to pay little ol’ me 
a compliment. “Baby, can’t you 
take a compliment?” No, appar-
ently I can’t. If  you’d approach 
me in a respectful way maybe, 
just maybe we’d get somewhere. 
I don’t respond to crude com-
ments about my body because I 
am not your ‘baby.’
I dream of  a day I can go out 
and not be harassed by passerbys. 
I dream of  a day I will not have 
to worry about what I wear and 
live in fear that there will be peo-
ple out there who will blame me 
if  I get harassed because I “was 
asking for it.” I was the one who 
“should have known better.” 
I want to be able to go out on 
the weekends and not roll my eyes 
when someone approaches me 
with that all too familiar gleam in 
their eye. I want to be able to go 
to the mall, the grocery store or 
the gas station and not quicken 
my pace and avoid the oncoming 
creep getting ready to shout out 
“hey shorty, [insert shrewd com-
ment on some body part.]” Now 
People ,  p lease  don’ t  ca l l  me baby
Abrena Rowe is a copy editor at the 
Newswire. She is a sophomore psychol-
ogy major from Cincinnati. 
W hy c l imate  change  r equir e s  mor e  f r om the  U.S .  and the  wor ld
Remember ing  th e  n ega t i v e s  o f  ca t - ca l l i n g 






Playhouse in the Park to host Play Reading Series
'Birdman's' Antonio Sanchez comes to Cincinnati
Xavier Music Series will cater 
to fans of  2015 Oscar winner 
“Birdman: Or the Unexpected 
Virtue of  Ignorance” for its 
next concert with the arrival of  
Antonio Sánchez. 
Sánchez composed the score 
for Alejandro González Iñárritu’s 
stylistic jazz drumming that cre-
ated an energetic atmosphere of  
anxiety. 
“Birdman” not only took 
home four Academy Awards, but 
also grabbed the winning spot 
at the Grammy’s for Best Score 
Soundtrack thanks to Sanchez’s 
talents. 
Sanchez’s ensemble from 
his album “Migration” will join 
him for his performance, bring-
ing its swing jazz repertoire to 
accompany his drums. The en-
semble plans to play the entirety 
of  Sánchez’s new album, “The 
Meridian Suite” for the series. 
“The Meridian Suite” was re-
leased June of  last year. 
This is an especially interest-
ing entry into the expanding list 
The Cincinnati Playhouse in 
the Park will provide entertain-
ment to the city with its free 
Play Reading Series beginning 
on Mar. 7. The series, which 
will take place on Monday eve-
nings from Mar. 7 to Apr. 4, will 
feature readings of  works by 
playwrights Lauren Gunderson, 
Terrence McNally and Theresa 
Rebeck. 
The current season of  the 
Playhouse’s production series 
also features productions writ-
ten by all three of  the featured 
playwrights. 
The series will premiere on 
Mar. 7 with a reading of  the 
play “Ada and the Engine,” 
written by award-winning play-
wright Gunderson, whose play 
“The Revolutionists” is cur-
rently in production until Mar. 
6 at the Playhouse. 
“Ada and the Engine,” which 
premiered at Central Works in 
Berkeley a few months ago, 
provides an artistic perspec-
tive into the historical story of  
Victorian computer visionar-
ies Ada Lovelace and Charles 
Babbage. 
The Reading Series will 
also feature McNally’s Tony 
Award-winning play “A Perfect 
Ganesh.” This 1993 off-Broad-
way production, which was a 
centers on the story of  two 
Connecticut women who travel 
to India after the deaths of  their 
sons. 
Rebeck’s Pulitzer Prize nomi-
nated “Omnium Gatherum” will 
close the series. Rebeck, who is 
originally from Cincinnati, de-
buted this play revolving around 
a dinner party in 2003 at the 
Actors Theatre of  Louisville’s 
Humana Festival.
“This series broadens the 
reach of  our regular season. 
It gives our audience the op-
portunity to experience other 
works by this spring’s trio of  
Shelterhouse playwrights. We 
hope that subscribers and others 
will join us to learn more about 
their interests, their careers and 
the scope of  their artistry,” 
Playhouse Artistic Director 
Blake Robison said in a news 
release issued by Playhouse in 
the Park.
The readings in this new se-
ries, which are supported by The 
Greater Cincinnati Foundation, 
The Louise Taft Semple 
Foundation and the Wohlgemuth 
Herschede Foundation, are free 
and will take place on selected 
Mondays at 7 p.m. in the Marx 
Rehearsal Hall. 
Since space is limited and the 
Playhouse expects the events 
to be popular in terms of  at-
tendance, advance reservations 
should be made by calling the 
A complete schedule of  the 
performances can be found on 




of  talents brought to Xavier for 
the music series, considering this 
award-winning composer so 
soon after award season. 
Sánchez may be in Cincinnati 
primarily for the music series, 
but he’s making a few more stops 
before heading out. 
-
cial presentation of  “Birdman” 
with an introduction before-
hand at 7:30 p.m. on Mar. 12 at 
the Esquire Theater. This is fol-
lowed by his performance for 
Xavier’s music series at 3 p.m. on 
Mar. 13 in the Gallagher Student 
Center Theater. He will also 
teach a master class at 6 p.m. fol-
lowing the concert, and at 11:30 
a.m. on Mar. 14 at the School 
for Creative & Performing Arts 
(SCPA).
Sánchez’s drumming was fea-
tured in a number of  ensembles 
before he made his way to a lead-
ing musician. 
Aside from “Migration” and 
“The Meridian Suite,” his other 
albums include “Live in New 
York,” “New Life” and “Three 
Times Three.” 
He’s been playing since the 
-
sional career at 26 touring with 
Dizzy Gillespie’s United Nation 
Orchestra.
Film and music fans alike are 
in for a treat with the arrival of  
such an accomplished musician. 
Tickets for the Esquire’s pre-
sentation of  “Birdman” and 
Xavier’s music series are now 
available for purchase. 
Tickets range in price from $3 
to $28 and can be ordered by call-
ing 513-745-3939 or by visiting 
www.xavier.edu/musicseries/. 
Sánchez earned a degree in classical piano from the National Conservatory, studied at the Berklee College of Music and  obtained a scholarship for a Masters in Jazz Improvisation at the New England Conservatory.
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'All The Light We Cannot See' remains a best-seller
Photos courtesy of twitter.com
Kesha carries out legal battle with Dr. Luke
BY KATRINA GROSS
Staff  Writer
The pop world was taken by 
surprise in 2014 when pop star 
Kesha sued her producer Dr. Luke 
with allegations of  abuse and gen-
eral mistreatment. According to 
Kesha, her ultimate goal with the 
lawsuit was to void all of  their 
contracts and be free to create 
music without having to interact 
with Dr. Luke. 
In Feb. 2016 of  this year, a 
New York judge  ruled that until 
further notice, if  Kesha wishes to 
make music, she must do so with 
Dr. Luke. 
during Oct. 2014 in California. 
The suit claimed that Dr. Luke 
“sexually, physically, verbally and 
emotionally abused Ms. Sebert 
to the point where Ms. Sebert 
nearly lost her life,” all in order 
for Dr. Luke to maintain control 
over both her life and career. 
The suit claims that for up 
decided to press charges, she 
suffered abuse from Dr. Luke. 
Within the same month of  Kesha 
-
tersued her, her mother and 
her representatives at Vector 
Management for defamation and 
breach of  contract. Dr. Luke 
claimed that Kesha’s accusations 
were “false and surprising,” com-
paring Kesha’s refusal to work to 
extortion. 
A recent developm -
nally brought the case into the 
spotlight was the denial of  in-
junction by New York Supreme 
Court Justice Shirley Kornreich 
in Feb. 2016. 
In other words, until the law-
Luke have been sorted out and 
given rulings, Kesha must work 
with Dr. Luke’s label, Kemosabe, 
if  she wishes to record new 
music. 
“There has been no showing 
of  irreparable harm. She’s being 
given the opportunity to record,” 
Judge Kornreich said.
The recording company Sony, 
which has taken a lot of  heat 
throughout the process of  these 
lawsuits for not doing enough to 
help Kesha, cannot free her from 
her contract. This is because 
Kesha is not directly signed 
with Sony, but with Kemosabe. 
Kemosabe works to produce 
music exclusively for the con-
glomerate, but is itself  only 
considered an imprint of  the 
company. Since Kesha is actu-
ally signed with Dr. Luke’s la-
bel, Sony is unable to release 
her from any contracts due to 
legalities. 
Hundreds of  thousands of  
Kesha fans – new and old – have 
teamed up to protest her situa-
tion in an attempt to help the 
pop star. Starting the hash tag 
campaign #FreeKesha, everyday 
people and celebrities alike have 
made their support and love for 
the superstar known. 
There has even been a 
GoFundMe page started with the 
hope to raise enough money to 
buy Kesha out of  her contract. 
Judge Kornreich stated in her Feb. 
2016 ruling that she was waiting 
to hear more evidence before 
simply dismissing the case. The 
next step in the case will be a 
phone conference on May 5, 
which will precede a period dur-
ing which lawyers for both sides 
collect evidence. 
The most recent development 
is the decision that a California 
judge will hear updates in May 
2016 on the case to see if  it will 
be taken to trial or settled out-
side of  court.
BY ANNA SHAPIRO
Staff  Writer
Anthony Doerr’s Pulitzer Prize 
winner, “All The Light We Cannot 
See,” is a New York Time’s best 
seller that doesn’t seem to be 
dropping off  the list. Set dur-
ing World War II, it follows two 
stories: that of  the blind teenager 
Marie-Laure, and the German or-
phan Werner.
Written in very short, easy-
to-read chapters, the narration 
skips back and forth in time and 
Newswire Rating:
Several music-business attorneys predict a settlement, most likely involving Kesha departing from Kemosabe Records with a cash payout that allows both sides to resume their careers. 
COMPILED BY ALLISON WISYANSKI 
        Arts & Entertainment Editor
Twitter talks
Stars stand up for Kesha in 
her legal battle with Dr. Luke
Photo courtesy of popsugar.com
between the two main characters, 
eventually bringing them together 
through their involvement in the 
war. 
The uniting factor? Radios. 
Marie-Laure uses a radio that 
but instead she kept hidden in 
her home to help aid the French 
resistance. 
Werner, a mathematical prodi-
gy, uses his skills to locate radios 
for the Nazis after being admitted 
into a special training program for 
the Hitler youth. The short chap-
help move the plot swiftly toward 
the pivotal point, which is the 
meeting of  the two main charac-
ters at the Allied bombed French 
town of  St. Malo.
Marie-Laure is the real star 
of  the book. She bravely accepts 
with codes from a townsperson 
and broadcasts them over the 
radio. Everything about her as 
a character, from her motives to 
her blindness, is well realized and 
easily believable. Werner, on the 
other hand, is a less likable charac-
ter. He works for the Nazis, he is 
a Nazi and he and the other Nazi’s 
around him fall back on pretty 
clichéd stereotypes of  what the 
themselves rooting much more 
so for Marie-Laure in her acts of  
resistance than for Werner on his 
Nazi missions. 
Ultimately, though, Werner 
isn’t all bad news. During the 
bombings, when Marie-Laure 
gets fed up with everything and 
starts blasting music on the radio, 
it’s Werner who hears the music, 
locates the radio and saves her. 
No, the two don’t fall in love, and 
it doesn’t end happily ever after. 
But Marie-Laure certainly gets 
the ending she deserves as a war-
time hero, and Werner gets exactly 
what a Nazi has coming for him.




SPRING BREAKA Very Muskie
Carly Mulert
"I'm going to LA to visit my 
friend who goes to USC. I 
have never been (there), 
so she is going to take 
me everywhere, from the 
beach to downtown LA."
California













Gatlinburg, Harlan, Outer Banks,
Canton,
New York,
“I’m just going to check 
out the tourist attractions 
and go hiking in the Smoky 
Mountains.”
“I’m going on AB to plant 
trees in areas where coal 
mining happened to re-
claim the land.”
“It will basically be a week 
to spend one last college 
spring break with friends 
in somewhere other than 
Cincinnati.”
“I will be joining the 
X-Treme fans when they 
follow the Xavier basket-
ball team to the Big East 
Tournament.”
“I will be working at a 
camp for kids with disabili-
ties with the Alternative 
Breaks Program.”
As the stress of midterms melts away while Cincinnati temperatures remain frustratingly mediocre, spring break 
draws near to relieve the mind-numbing anxiety. Whether to help those less fortunate or to simply relax on a 
beach and think about something other than school, the Musketeers will be spreading out across the nation.
Clare BurkeClass of 2016
FloridaDestin,LouisianaNew Orleans,
Hannah CreganClass of 2016
“I’ve never been to New 
Orleans, but I’m ready to 
blow off some steam in 
NOLA for my last under-
grad spring break.”
“I’m headed to the pan-
handle with my room-
mates to roast on the 
beach and try not to burn 
to a crisp.”
FloridaNaples,
Grant VanceClass of 2016
“I’ll be visiting an aunt that 
may or may not be real 





“I’ll be doing 
exactly what 
you think I’ll be 
doing.”
Joseph 
HeywoodClass of 2016
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